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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
 
 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 
 

 Building(s) 
 

 District  
 

 Site 
 

 Structure  
 

 Object  
 
 

 
 
 

x

 

 

 

x
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______0_______   ______1_______  buildings 

 
______0_______   ______0______  sites 
 
______0_______   ______0_______  structures  
 
______0_______   ______0______  objects 
 
______0______   ______1_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __2_ (Ashland 
Historic District) ______ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling____ 
 DOMESTIC: secondary structure_ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC: single dwelling____ 
 DOMESTIC: secondary structure_ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: WOOD: Weatherboard; METAL: Tin; 

ASPHALT; BRICK____________________ 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
The Macmurdo House at 713 South Center Street is a two-story, three-bay, frame, Greek Revival 
style home built in 1858 for the extended family of John R Macmurdo and his father C.W. 
Macmurdo in Ashland, Virginia. The town was developed by the Richmond, Fredericksburg and 
Potomac Railroad Company in the 1850s, and C.W. Macmurdo was the treasurer of the company 
when the house was built. Originally built on the ten-acre “Lot #4” of the 1854 plat of the town, 
today the house occupies a lot that is a little over 2/3 of an acre and fronts 160 feet on South 
Center Street and the railroad tracks that run through the center of the town. Like many of the 
early homes in Ashland, the house is closer to the street and to the railroad tracks than homes 
built later in the century. Nevertheless, the front lawn has shade trees and shrubbery, and a 
spacious yard on the north side of the house is planted with shaded lawns and gardens. A 
concrete walk leads from the front porch to the South Center Street sidewalk on the west. A brick 
patio and walkway lead from the rear porch to the sidewalk along Macmurdo Street on the south. 
The house has passed through a number of owners, some of whom made unfortunate changes, 
but recent owners have restored the home to most of its original condition, including removal of 
asbestos siding, shoring up the foundation of the rear addition and porch, and restoring the center 
hall ceiling to plaster instead of acoustic tile. Current owners are sensitive to the historic 
character of the house, which retains a high degree of historic integrity for materials, design, 
workmanship, setting and location. Fortunately, none of the window sash were ever replaced. 
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The entrance porch has the original molding and Greek key ornamentation. The front and back 
doors are original. Most of the mantels are the originals, as are the interior door and window 
surrounds and the front hall staircase.1 The dwelling and a 1920s garage at the rear of the 
property are contributing resources in the Ashland Historic District (NRHP 1983; DHR No. 166-
0001) while a small shed is non-contributing. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Setting 
 
The Macmurdo House is located in the heart of the Ashland Historic District, listed on the 
National Register in 1983 and updated in 2019. With its exceptional collection of ornamental, 
free-standing frame dwellings and a compact business core, all set among hundreds of trees, the 
Ashland Historic District is an engaging example of a turn-of-the-century railroad and streetcar 
suburb. Defining the district’s spine are the tracks of the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and 
Potomac Railroad and the parallel Center Street, on either side of which is a full range of 
Victorian-era style buildings and later styles: Italianate, Eastlake, Queen Anne, and Colonial 
Revival.2 The Macmurdo House, one of the earliest dwellings in the district, sits on the northeast 
corner of Center Street and McMurdo Street, facing the railroad tracks that form the spine of the 
town. Although the lot has been reduced in size since its original construction, the house remains 
on a large, grassy parcel with mature trees and plantings. Situated among other residential 
dwellings that face the railroad tracks, this area of the district is south of the main commercial 
core of the town.  
 
Dwelling: Exterior Description 
 
The home at 713 South Center Street has a side gable roof with a projecting, molded box 
cornice. There is an original front porch, an early rear porch added before 1890, and a rear “ell” 
addition added between 1890 and 1913.3(See Figures 1 & 2) The wood windows are six-over-
six-pane sashes, double hung. The exterior walls are clad with wooden weatherboards. The 
house, addition, and rear porch roofs are asphalt shingled. The roof of the front porch is covered 
with flat metal worked into a trough at the sides; that on the back porch is standing-seam tin. 
Except for the ground-level furnace room, the house and addition rest on brick piers, later 
enclosed by a foundation of stretcher bond brick, which create a crawl space. 4 The two original 
interior chimneys are brick with corbelled caps, as is the later addition’s chimney. 
 
The one-story, three-bay, central entrance porch is original to the house. The front entry has 
double-leaf, half-glazed wood doors with large glass panes over rectangular wooden panels. The 
doors are flanked by four-light sidelights over wood panels. The sidelights in turn are flanked by 
pilasters with an elongated Greek key motif and crowned by a massive wood entablature with a 
flat, molded projecting cornice. The flat porch roof is supported by square Tuscan columns with 
a three-part molding at the top.  
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FIGURE #1, Circa 1890 photograph from glass negative, 

Camera Looking Northeast, unknown photographer, collection of F.W. Tucker III 
 
 
The one-story, four-bay, shed-roofed, rear porch may be original to the house as well. It appears 
in the below 1890 photograph (Figure 2), the earliest known photograph of the house. The porch 
measures 27 feet, 8 inches in width and 7 feet, 4 inches in depth. The flooring is wooden planks; 
the porch is enclosed with a screen. The wide, four-panel wood door with a four-light transom at 
the rear entry to the center hall opens onto this porch.  
 
The two-story ell addition on the northwest rear of the house was added between 1890 and 1913. 
It is absent from the 1890 photograph in figures 1 and 2, but does appear on the 1913 Sanborn 
Insurance Company map of the house.(See figure 3) There is a ground-level entry on the south 
side of the addition, and exterior stairs above it lead to the second floor. On the main floor, this 
addition provides a small bathroom with sink, toilet, and bathtub, laundry, pantry, and ground-
level furnace room with an auxiliary refrigerator and storage shelves. In the past, the second-
floor space was rented out as an apartment and equipped with a kitchenette and bathroom. In its 
present configuration, it serves as a bathroom and dressing/storage room for the northeast 
(master) bedroom. 
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FIGURE #2, Circa 1890 photograph from glass negative, 
camera Looking North, outbuilding to the north of main house that no longer exists plus back porch, unknown 

photographer, collection of F.W. Tucker III 
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FIGURE #3, December 1913, Sanborn Insurance Company Maps of Ashland, Virginia, 1913, sheet six 

 
 
Interior Description 
 
The original house is a two-story, double-pile, center-passage plan (Figure 4). The first floor has 
a nine-foot-wide center hall with an open-string, single-run stair leading to the second floor 
along the north wall of the hall. The staircase has a beaded stringer, heavy turned newel post, 
turned balustrade, and oval handrail. The stair well is completely open on the second floor, with 
the balustrade and floor forming a curved balcony or gallery overlooking the first-floor hall. The 
wall under the stair is paneled with tall, vertical, rectangular, recessed wood panels. The historic 
interior woodwork is almost entirely intact, with window and door surrounds of curved two-and 
three-part moldings. The floors are the original heart pine on both the first and second stories, 
except that of the first-floor center hall, which was covered over with oak because, so tradition 
has it, blood stained the heart pine when the house served as a field hospital during the Civil 
War. The ceiling of the main floor hall is eight feet, five inches high, and each of the four first-
floor rooms, two on either side of the hall, measures fifteen by fifteen feet. 
 
There are two original, massive, internal, running bond, brick chimneys serving eight fireplaces, 
one in each room of the original building. The first-floor fireplaces are equipped with artificial 
propane logs; those on the second floor are sealed.5 The smaller central internal chimney in the 
rear addition of the house serves an oil-burning furnace added in the early to-mid-twentieth 
century. Most of the door and window hardware is original. Locks on the doors have been 
replaced, but hinges are original, and brackets at either side of the front and back doors originally 
held a “bar,” the nineteenth-century predecessor of a deadbolt. There is an old electric socket or 
“call bell” located in the middle of the dining (northwest) room floor.  
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FIGURE #4,  

1991, Sketch of the property and floorplan copied from Margaret Wuellner, edited by Rosanne Shalf6 
 
The front parlor at the southwest corner of the house has an original central mantel on the east 
wall with a Greek key frieze. The mantel on the east wall in the dining room at the house’s 
northwest corner was installed later, possibly in the late nineteenth century or early twentieth 
century. It features a bracketed mantelshelf and plain frieze supported by side pilasters, each with 
a recessed floral carving.  
 
At least as early as the 1950s, the northeast rear parlor was converted to a kitchen. It presently 
has a refrigerator, sink, and dishwasher on the northeast outside wall, and in the middle of the 
room is a JennAir propane stove with cabinets on either side providing counter space and 
storage. Hung from the ceiling of the stove and on the north inside wall are a cupboard and open 
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bookcases that hold the present owners’ cookbooks and teapot collection. The alcove between 
the fireplace and the north outside wall contain cabinets that open on the back into matching 
cabinets in the dining room. To the left (or south) of the fireplace is a door that opens into the 
dining room. In the 1970s the plaster was removed from the chimney, exposing the brick, the 
firebox rebuilt and a simple wood mantel shelf installed.  
 
The southeast rear parlor presently serves as a library with built-in bookcases over knee-high 
cabinets on the eastern outside wall and a floor-to-ceiling bookcase in the alcove to the right (or 
north) of the fireplace. In the alcove to the left (or south) is a pair of French doors, with access to 
the front parlor. The mantle was replaced in the early 2000s with one patterned after the original 
Greek key frieze in the front, or southwest, parlor. 
 
The flooring of the second story is the original heart pine. The ceilings on this floor are roughly 7 
feet, 1-to-2 1/2 inches high. Original doors into the four bedrooms are 3 feet, 2 1/2 inches wide 
but only 6 feet, 2 inches high, requiring a tall person to duck. The doors are mostly 4-panel, with 
two 6-panel doors in the master bedroom. Each room has two original full-size casement 
windows above those on the main floor, as well as one above the back door and one in a modern 
bathroom at the end of the upper hall at the front of the house. Mantels in three of the upstairs 
bedrooms are identical and appear to be original. The form is typical Greek Revival for non-
public spaces and features simple pilasters supporting an architrave and frieze, topped by a 
simple mantel shelf. The one at the front southeast corner of the house was apparently re-worked 
with decorative touches. The current owners have added a one-foot deep floor-to-ceiling 
bookcase along the north wall of the upper hall between the two doorways and replaced the 
scuttle access to the attic with a pull-down stair. 
 
 
Secondary Resources 
 
Close to the eastern property line and 97 feet from the back of the dwelling is a frame, one-story 
single-car garage accessed by a gravel driveway from Macmurdo Street. The garage has 
weatherboard siding and a metal roof. It was probably built between 1921 and 1929, as it appears 
in the 1929 Sanborn Insurance Company map but not in the 1921 map. The garage is a 
contributing building. 
 
Eight-and-a-half feet north of the garage is an eight-by-twelve-foot modern garden shed. The 
shed postdates the property’s period of significance and is a non-contributing building. 
 
 
Integrity Analysis 
 
Much of the significance of the Macmurdo House is conveyed by its high degree of integrity. 
The house remains one of the best examples of Greek Revival architecture in the Town of 
Ashland and one of the least altered mid-nineteenth century dwellings. Therefore, the property’s 
association with the early, founding years of Ashland and one of the first families to settle here 
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because of the railroad remains evident. The mostly unaltered floorplan, the clearly identifiable 
Greek Revival design, along with the high-quality workmanship and the survival of the majority 
of its historic materials all contribute to its overall integrity. The residential setting, on a lot with 
mature trees, fronting the historic railroad line that is still present, all within the NRHP-listed 
Ashland Historic District, adds to its integrity of location and feeling.  
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_______________________________________________________________ 
 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location  

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 

 

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE___  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1858 - 1937________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1858 ______________  
 1862  

___________________  
 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A_______________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  

N/A_______________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 _Unknown__________ 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Macmurdo House is important within the Town of Ashland for its Greek Revival 
architecture. It remains one of the best examples of Greek Revival architecture in the Town of 
Ashland and one of the least altered mid-nineteenth century dwellings. It is eligible at the local 
level under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. The period of significance begins with the 
dwelling’s construction in 1858 and ends in 1937, thereby encompassing construction of the 
house’s rear ell as well as the 1920s garage, completion of which brought the property to its 
current appearance, and concluding with the property’s sale by the Macmurdo family. The 
original house, along with its late-nineteenth-century addition and the sensitive additions of 
modern mechanical systems, represent several generations of the family who built the house, 
were active in the development of the town, witnessed the Civil War at their doorstep and 
transitioned to the postwar Reconstruction Era and early twentieth century modernization. The 
significant date of 1858 marks the incorporation of the Town of Ashland. In 1862, Confederate 
General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson and 20,000 troops bivouacked in and near Ashland just 
prior to the Seven Days’ Battle; Jackson is thought to have stayed at the Macmurdo House.  
_____________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)  
 
CRITERION C: Architecture 
 
Greek Revival Architecture in Ashland and the Importance of Pattern Books  
 
One of the earliest homes to be built in the new village of Ashland, the Macmurdo House is the 
best-preserved surviving example of Greek Revival architecture and is one of the few left in 
Ashland and Hanover County that was not “updated” with Italianate details after the Civil War. 
There are at least eleven other documented homes in Ashland that were built before the Civil 
War. Unlike the Macmurdo House, most did not fully embrace the Greek Revival style, or if they 
did, they were significantly modified in the mid-to-late nineteenth century.  
 
On Center Street there are eight documented antebellum homes including the Macmurdo House 
at 713 S Center. Most were originally simple vernacular farmhouses, and many were renovated 
just after the Civil War with Italianate details. None of them have the distinctive Greek Revival 
elements that are present in the Macmurdo House, such as the Greek key decorations and the 
finer window and door surrounds. The dwelling at 312 N Center Street, built by George Nolley 
possibly as early as 1854-1855, is a simple farmhouse that has not been modified. While the 
stucco house at 304 N Center Street was built in 1858 and retains some interior Greek Revival 
details, it was drastically renovated on the outside in the 1920s by its owner, Miss Mary Beirne, 
to the Colonial Revival style. The home at 706 S. Center has been renovated very carefully in the 
past year. It was probably originally a vernacular farmhouse that was remodeled in 1871 and 
again during the early 1920s. It does have interior antebellum craftsmanship that has been 
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preserved, but nothing comparable to the Greek key decoration at the Macmurdo House. 
Additionally, the front door and porch were changed in a 1920s renovation, so it looks more like 
an 1870s home. Another house, at 600 S Center Street, was originally a simple farmhouse built 
before the Civil War with no pretense of Greek Revival style, and was enlarged in 1870 or 1880 
with an Italianate addition. The porch, front door, and some interior woodwork were changed at 
that time. The dwelling at 604 S Center Street was also a simple farmhouse before the war. It has 
been carefully renovated recently as well, with additions to the rear, connecting the kitchen to the 
back of the house, but in the 1870s it had some Italianate decoration added to the interior and 
exterior. While the house at 702 S Center Street comes closest to the quality of the Macmurdo 
House, in the 1870s a mansard roof was added. A dwelling at 403 S Center was recently 
renovated, preserving the 1850s woodwork, windows, and the simple front stoop, but the original 
woodwork is not as fine as that of the Macmurdo house and it has no pretense to be Greek 
Revival except in general form. Finally, at 601 S Center Street is a simple antebellum farmhouse 
as well, and it has been well-renovated, but again, the original woodwork was not as fine as that 
at the Macmurdo House.  
 
There are five antebellum homes on Virginia Street, none of which was more than a vernacular 
farmhouse. The home at 203 S Center Street has had some mid-20th century interior changes and 
the porch is not original. The antebellum home at 301 Virginia Street had an entire front added to 
it just after the Civil War, changing it to look like an Italianate style home. 303 Virginia Street 
still has its antebellum woodwork, but again, it was not originally a Greek Revival home. The 
antebellum house at 302 Virginia Street has vinyl siding and is an apartment house at present. 
The dwelling at 300 Virginia Street has Italianate details that were added after the Civil War and 
vinyl siding added in 2020. The windows were also replaced with modern double-pane windows 
in 2020.  
 
Consequently, none of the other existing homes built in antebellum Ashland were so consciously 
built in the Greek Revival style, and most do not have the finer woodwork as seen in the 
Macmurdo House. In addition, most were modified with Italianate details after the Civil War 
while the Macmurdo House remains mostly original in style, even after modernization in the 
mid-20th century. 
 
Mr. Wingfield, who has been identified as the assumed builder of the Macmurdo House, must 
have been familiar with Asher Benjamin’s 1830 book, “The Architect, or The Practical House 
Carpenter.” The front door surround, with the double doors, Greek key pilasters and sidelights, 
and simple entablature, could easily have been taken from Plate XXVIII and Plate XIV in that 
book.7 Wingfield built the sidelights with 4 panes of glass instead of the three that Benjamin 
shows, and the doors are half-glazed instead of solid wood. But otherwise the front door 
surround looks like the one Benjamin shows with double-leaf doors, sidelights over wooden 
panels, and an elongated Greek key design on the pilasters with a simple entablature of plain 
double bands. Benjamin gives instructions on size ratios and shows elevations and sections of 
each part, and refers to it as a “Venetian entrance.” 
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Plate XXVIII, The Practical House Carpenter 

Asher Benjamin, 1830 
 
Likewise, the Greek key design over the mantle in the living room is very similar to Benjamin's 
Plate LI with pilasters from Plate L in the same book.8  
 

 
Plate LI, The Practical House Carpenter 

Asher Benjamin, 1830 
 
The Macmurdo House’s baseboard moldings and door and window moldings are much simpler 
than those most in Benjamin’s book. The base moldings are two-part and flat. The windows and 
door surrounds downstairs have plain flat corner blocks. However, Benjamin does illustrate the 
plain corner blocks in Plate XXVII of The Practical House Carpenter. Those upstairs have a 
three-part molding, also illustrated in Plate XXVII. 
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Plate XXVII, The Practical House Carpenter 

Asher Benjamin, 1830 
 
The use of pattern books by wealthy property owners and their builders was quite popular in the 
first half of the nineteenth century. Architects such as Asher Benjamin, through their pattern 
books, provided detailed drawings and extensive notes and recommendations on incorporating 
classically derived stylistic elements into new construction. Builders could pick and choose those 
elements that appealed to their client. The elongated Greek key seen at the Macmurdo House on 
the front door piece and the parlor mantel seemed to be particularly popular and use of it is seen 
in numerous buildings throughout central Virginia. Likely, whomever built the Macmurdo House 
had a copy of the pattern book, or perhaps, Macmurdo himself did as well. The attention to detail 
and stylish ornamentation is indicative of the wealth and status demonstration that pervades all 
periods of high-style domestic architecture.  
 
The two-story rear ell was added between 1890 and 1913. It represents the additional space 
needed for modernizing an older house with new amenities. This addition provided for a furnace 
room for the first mechanized heating system, along with a new bathroom, pantry and storage 
space, plus an additional bedroom on the second floor. If a family could afford to build an 
addition, as opposed to trying to retrofit historic spaces for modern use, a rear ell addition such 
as this one was common practice. Likewise, as the ownership of automobiles became affordable 
to most families, the addition of a detached garage for the protective cover of this family 
investment became commonplace. For the Macmurdo family, this was during the 1920s. Both 
the rear addition and the garage represent the progression of family growth and the embracing of 
modern conveniences while still residing in the historic family home place.  
 
 
Background History 
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The Macmurdo family had an impact on the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac (RF&P) 
Company, Rail Transportation, and the development of Ashland from 1858, when their house 
was built, to 1907 when the family created one of the first housing developments in the town, to 
1937 when the last family member sold the antebellum home place outside of the family. 
Through all that time, the Macmurdos had front row seats to the history of the railroad industry 
in the U.S. and also to the Civil War as it took place across the railroad tracks from their new 
home. The Richmond Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad Company was one of the earliest in 
Virginia, having been chartered in 1834. The RF&P built the first 20 miles of its track north from 
Richmond to a place in Hanover County that later became known as the Railroad Company 
Resort, Slash Cottage and, in 1858, the Town of Ashland. Until then, there was very little 
development in the central part of Hanover County because the waterways were not as navigable 
as those in the eastern and western parts of the county. Ashland was the first and remains as the 
only incorporated town in the Richmond metropolitan area that today encompasses the City of 
Richmond and the counties of Hanover, New Kent, Henrico, Chesterfield, Goochland, and 
Powhatan. The Macmurdo family was intimately involved in Richmond and Ashland business 
circles and in early-nineteenth-century railroad history, as C.W. Macmurdo was the treasurer and 
secretary of the RF&P Railroad Company from 1840 to 1862 during the company’s formative 
years. His son, John R. Macmurdo, was general freight agent from 1860 to 1864. 
 
In the end, the RF&P Railroad became an important part of the stretch of rail between Maine and 
Florida and an important segment of the “Great Mail.” But in the beginning in the 1830s, there 
was no reason for passengers to ride the train to an isolated section of Hanover County. In order 
to give passengers a reason to ride the train and provide operating cash for the fledgling 
company, Edwin Robinson, the company’s president from 1847 to 1860, persuaded the directors 
to create a mineral water resort. The development was called Slash Cottage, harkening to Henry 
Clay who billed himself as the “Millboy of the Slashes” in rural Hanover County where he was 
born. There were 17 buildings, including a hotel, ballroom, bowling alleys, baths, and cottages. 
Slash Cottage attracted military demonstrations, a popular social event at the time, culminating 
in regimental balls. There were hot-air balloon demonstrations and cotillions held at the resort. 
When the company started selling building lots, it was very popular for Richmonders to build 
summer homes and fulltime residences in the town. Each family who built in the town received a 
free or discounted pass on the Ashland Accommodation train. 
 
In fact, Slash Cottage became such a lucrative success for the RF&P in the 1840s and 1850s that 
the company’s president began dreaming of a racecourse at the location, leading to the famous 
overreach of Edwin Robinson. As treasurer, C.W. Macmurdo kept a worried watch over the 
imaginative president, whose enthusiasm led him to use company money to develop a horse-
racing establishment at Ashland even after the board of directors had declined his request to do 
so. When a nationwide panic nearly destroyed the finances of the RF&P in the late 1850s, the 
scheme was uncovered and Robinson had to resign in disgrace and sell everything he owned in 
June of 1860. 9 (See Figure #13, Additional Documentation) 
 
In 1860, on the eve of the Civil War, both C.W. Macmurdo and his son, John R. Macmurdo are 
residents in the house. The slave schedule of 1860 lists C.W. as the owner of ten enslaved 
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workers. At this time, their names remain unknown, but they are identified as follows, in the 
order listed in the schedule: Black female (age 30), Black male (age 55), Mulatto female (age 
45), Mulatto female (age 20), Black female (age 18), Black male (age 20), Black female (age 
15), Black female (age 11), Black female (age 1), Mulatto female (age 8 months). The 1890 
photograph of the house (Figure 1), shows a substantial two-story, center-chimney building 
immediately behind the house. Its form indicates it to be contemporary with the construction of 
the house. It was likely the dwelling place for the enslaved servants and probably housed other 
domestic functions such as the kitchen and laundry. It is possible this building was moved and 
rotated when the new side street, now Macmurdo Street, cut through the property. A long 
rectangular building appears on the Sanborn Insurance maps for 1913, 1921 and 1928; however, 
it is perpendicular to the rear of the house.  
 
With the 1861 secession of Virginia from the Union, the town and the RF&P were saved when 
the nascent Confederate government rented the Ashland Race Course property to train the 
Confederate cavalry for war. Later in the war, it became a place for soldiers to camp on their way 
to and from battles and for refugees from Northern Virginia to find respite and a place to wait out 
the war. 
 
During the Civil War, residents of the Macmurdo House saw soldiers trained across the tracks on 
the former Ashland Race Course, cared for the injured when the war began, and hosted officers 
and a general. Major Thomas Rowland, wrote “I spent the evening yesterday at Col. 
Macmurdo’s. His daughters sang ‘What are the wild waves saying?’ and ‘Juanita’ both as duets. 
We had a serenade afterwards from the Lunenburg Cavalry who called upon each of the officers 
in succession for a speech. We all had to come out and do the best we could.”10  
 
When war came, Ashland saw several skirmishes and an outright Battle of Ashland in June of 
1864, all reported in the Richmond newspapers and soldier memoirs.11 The Macmurdo House 
was not the only home where injured soldiers were cared for, but oral history states that the 
bloodstains on the front hall floor of the home required that they be covered with a new floor 
after the war.  
 
Another Macmurdo family story passed from generation to generation involves an exhausted 
General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, who, on the eve of the Seven Days Battle, is said to have 
spent the night at the invitation of Col. C.W. Macmurdo. Jackson’s 20,000 soldiers stayed at the 
Ashland Race Course and to the west near Independence Church. The plan was for Jackson and 
his soldiers to stay farther east, closer to the expected surprise attack after passing through 
Ashland to replenish provisions. The provisions were late in arriving and, for this reason, the 
group remained in Ashland, hoping to make an early enough start in the morning to make up lost 
time. However, for several reasons Jackson was late to the battle, which meant a confusing start 
to the surprise attack and resulting in a battle of seven hard-fought days.  
 
Some have questioned the veracity of the story that Jackson stayed at the Macmurdo House, but 
Civil War historian Robert Krick finds that it is plausible that the story that Jackson stayed 
overnight at the Macmurdo home. Wrote Krick,  
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Stonewall Jackson’s command numbered approximately 20,000 men, more than 
half of them veterans of the recently concluded Shenandoah Valley Campaign. 
They aimed for the headwaters of Beaver Dam Creek and eventually Cold 
Harbor, as part of an elaborate plan to maneuver the U.S. Army away from 
Richmond. Jackson’s columns tramped through western Hanover County on the 
25th and pulled into Ashland that night, some of them as late as 10:00 p.m. 
according to their diaries. Because their stay proved to be short—not even a full 
night, really—and because most of the men had no idea where they were, physical 
details are sparse. We do know from accounts written at the time that some of the 
force camped for the brief night around Independence Church and Hughes’ 
Tavern, west of the village, while others identified the Ashland Race Course as 
their bivouac, closer to the main part of the little town. No Confederates are 
known to have advanced beyond Ashland (to the east) that night. 
 
Local tradition states that Jackson established his headquarters at the Macmurdo 
House on South Center Street. As far as I know, the earliest written statement to 
that effect is in a special historical number of the Hanover Herald-Progress in 
1926. James I. Robertson, in his Stonewall Jackson: The Man, the Soldier, the 
Legend, muddied the waters by writing that Jackson’s headquarters for the night 
occupied “a farmhouse between Ashland and the Virginia Central Railroad.” 
Unfortunately, the footnotes do not support that sentence in any way, leaving 
careful readers to wonder about the origins (and accuracy) of the remark. A spot 
between Ashland and the Virginia Central Railroad would have been well in 
advance of Jackson’s command, and in territory made perilous by the presence of 
Union cavalrymen that night. So in addition to not being buttressed by any source, 
that location seems unlikely for practical purposes, too. 
 
His chief of staff, Rev. Robert L. Dabney, testified that Jackson conducted army 
business at his headquarters, and prayed during the night, and did not sleep at all. 
It is possible he only spent 4 to 6 hours there, given the army’s late arrival and 
early departure. The famous anecdote from that same night, in which generals 
Ewell and Whiting visited Jackson at his headquarters, contains no clues as to the 
location of the meeting. But it does say that Jackson established his headquarters 
inside a house, as opposed to using a tent or the shelter of some convenient tree. 
Even that tale is not an ironclad fact. None of the three principals wrote about it. 
Instead, Rev. Dabney told the story postwar, having heard it, he said, from 
General Ewell. 
 
All available sources from Jackson’s command state plainly that the army 
advanced no farther than Ashland on the night of the 25th. That much is not in 
doubt. No document has surfaced yet that proves Jackson’s personal whereabouts 
on that historic night. It is important, though, that the Macmurdo House easily 
passes the plausibility test. In that light, and especially given the fact that there are 
no other real candidates, it is reasonable to conclude with caution that Jackson 
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likely worked and prayed at the Macmurdo House during the darkest overnight 
hours of June 25-26.12  

 
After the Civil War, in 1907, the Macmurdo family developed most of the Lot #4 and part of an 
adjacent lot #3 into a housing development called Macmurdo Place. It was during this period that 
they also expanded their home with the construction of the two-story rear ell. The 1910 census 
indicates two domestic workers resided on the property, Sophie Booker, aged 59, listed as a 
black woman, single, role of cook and Lillie Pleasants, aged 19, listed as a black woman, single, 
role of nurse. They may have stayed in the additional bedroom space of the addition, or in the 
rectangular secondary building that shows on the Sanborn map of 1913. This secondary building 
may be the two-story building shown in the 1890 photo (Figure 1), possibly relocated when 
Macmurdo Street was constructed.  
 
It was controversial when they provided a right-of-way for a rival rail company to build another 
set of tracks parallel to the RF&P tracks from Richmond to Ashland. This second railroad was 
called the Richmond and Chesapeake Bay Railroad Company and it was developed by the Jay 
Gould family of financiers. It became known as the Ashland Electric Car Line or the Ashland 
Trolley and operated between 1908 to 1938. It is now a walking trail that still leads from 
Ashland to Richmond with only a few places inaccessible along its stretch. The Macmurdos 
retained ownership of their antebellum homeplace until 1937, and over the span of their 
ownership they enlarged the original dwelling with a rear addition, introduced the first modern 
mechanical systems, and built a garage, all while maintaining the house’s fine Greek Revival 
architecture, thus preserving it for future owners. 
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PREVIOUS STUDIES OF THE MACMURDO HOUSE 
 
Macmurdo House (HODGES HOUSE) VDHR 166-36, Interior Architectural Description by 
Margarita J. Wuellner, Land and Community Associates, 10/28/1991. 
 
Survey of Historic Resources, Hanover County, VA, Phases I and II, March 1992 by Land and 
Community Associates, Charlottesville, VA, Ashley M Neville, Principal Investigator. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
_X__ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  

_X__ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA_________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _DHR No. 166-0036/ 166-0001-0036__ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
9. Geographical Data 

 
Acreage of Property _.66 acre______________ 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 37.753760  Longitude: -77.482520 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 
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3. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 

4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The historic boundary begins “at the northeast intersection of MacMurdo Avenue and Center 
(formerly Railroad) Streets and running thence eastwardly along the north line of MacMurdo 
Avenue 185.7' thence north 13 degrees 11' east 160', thence westwardly along a line nearly 
parallel with said north line of MacMurdo Avenue 170.8' to said Center Street, thence 
southwardly along east line of Center Street (said Railroad Street) 161.91' to point of 
beginning.” The true and correct historic boundary is shown on the attached Sketch Map and 
Tax Parcel Map. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)  
The historic boundary is based on the legal description in Deed Book 534, p.585, which also 
has a plat. In the most recent Deed Book 3126, page 778, the description refers to that deed, 
plat and description. (See Figures #5-6, Additional Documentation). The property’s historic 
setting and all known associated historic resources are included within the boundary. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Form Prepared By 
name/title: Rosanne Groat Shalf         
organization: Ashland Museum_______________________________________________ 
street & number:  305 College Avenue________________________________________ 
city or town:  Ashland state: VA____________ zip code:____23005_______ 
e-mail: ____jrshalf@gmail.com____________________________ 
telephone:__804-399-1849_______________________ 
date: ___September 6, 2020___________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. See Figure #4, Additional Documentation 
    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. See Figure #3, Additional Documentation 

 
 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
 
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to 
the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the 
photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Macmurdo House 
 
Town of Ashland 
 
County: Hanover     State: VA 
 
Photographer: Roseanne Shalf and Elizabeth Harrison 
 
Photo #1 of 16 

View: Streetscape from Macmurdo and S Center Streets 
Camera Orientation: Looking northeast 
Date: February 28, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 
 

Photo #2 of 16  
View: Front (west) façade 
Camera Orientation: Looking east 
Date: February 28, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 
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Photo #3 of 16  

View: Front porch detail, west facade 
Camera Orientation: Looking east 
Date: February 28, 2020  
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #4 of 16   

View: Northeast façade   
Camera Orientation: Looking southwest 
Date: February 28, 2020  
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #5 of 16 

View: Rear, east facing, with porch and addition 
Camera Orientation: Looking west 
Date:  February 28, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #6 of 16   

View: Two frame outbuildings, garage and shed, rear east property line 
Camera Orientation: Looking northeast from Macmurdo Street 
Date: Feb 19, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #7 of 16  

View: Center Hall & stairway with rear door at east rear entrance. 
Camera Orientation: Looking east 
Date: February 28, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #8 of 16   

View: Center hall 
Camera Orientation: Looking E 
Date: September 14 2017 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #9 of 16  

View: Front door, west wall  
Camera Orientation: Looking west 
Date: March 6, 2020  
Photographer: Elizabeth Harrison 

 
Photo #10 of 16  
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View: Living room (SW room, first floor) 
Camera Orientation: Looking northeast 
Date:  February 28, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #11 of 16   

View: Library (SE room, first floor). West wall with fireplace  
Camera Orientation: Looking west.  
Date: March 6, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #12 of 16   

View: Dining room (NW room, first floor) 
Camera Orientation: Looking east 
Date: February 28, 2020 
Photographer: Rosanne Shalf 

 
Photo #13 of 16     

View: Kitchen (NE room, first floor). Door leads to dining room 
Camera Orientation: Looking west. 
Date: March 6, 2020 
Photographer: Elizabeth Harrison 

 
Photo #14 of 16  

View:  Second floor gallery 
Camera Orientation: Looking northwest 
Date:  July 24, 2020 
Photographer: Elizabeth Harrison 

 
Photo #15 of 16 

View: SE Bedroom, second floor 
Camera Orientation: Looking northwest toward hall door 
Date: September 4, 2020 
Photographer: Elizabeth Harrison 

 
Photo #16 of 16  

View: NE bedroom (pink), east wall with fireplace 
Camera Orientation: Looking southwest  
Date: March 10, 2020 
Photographer: Elizabeth Harrison 

 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this 
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
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Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

 
ENDNOTES 

1 See photograph 166-0036_Macmurdo_House_2018_Living_room_fireplace_surround_original_ 
SWroom, 166-0036_Macmurdo_House_2018_Entrance_door_surround_facing_ west, 166-0036_ 
Macmurdo_House_2018_Entrance_Hall_Staircase_looking_east 
2 Virginia Landmarks Register, Online Edition, Ashland Historic District. 
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/166-0001/. 
3 See photographs 166-0036_Macmurdo_House_2018_exterior_front_elevation_Westfacing_before 
_1900, 166-0036_Macmurdo_House_2018_before_1900_rear_porch_and _accessory-building looking-
north, and 1913 Sanborn Insurance Map Page 6. 
4 See photograph 166-0036_MacMurdo_House_1991_exterior_rear_foundation_detail. 
5 See photographs 166-0036_Macmurdo_House_2018_Chimney1 and 166-0036_Macmurdo_House_ 
2018_Chimney 2. 
6 Macmurdo House (HODGES HOUSE) VDHR 166-36, Interior Architectural Description by Margarita 
J. Wuellner, Land and Community Associates, 10/28/1991. 
7 Benjamin, Asher, The Architect, or Practical House Carpenter (1830)(Dover Edition), plates # XXVIII 
and XXVII, based on two editions from 1844 and 1850, Republished by Dover Publications in 1988, 
Mineola, NY.  
8 Benjamin, Asher, The Architect, or Practical House Carpenter (1830)(Dover Edition), plates # LI and L, 
based on two editions from 1844 and 1850, Republished by Dover Publications in 1988, Mineola, NY.  
9“The Late President of the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad Company,” Richmond 
Dispatch, (Richmond, Virginia), Friday, June 22, 1860, P.2 
10 “Letters of Major Thomas Rowland, C.S.A. from the Camps at Ashland an d Richmond, Virginia, 
1861,” William and Mary Quarterly, 1st ser., vol. 24 (January 1916); pp.145-153, p.150. 
11 Brooke, St. George Tucker, Memoirs, Virginia Historical Society, Mss2 B7906a1, p. 16; Richmond 
Dispatch, June 2, 1864. 
12 “Summary of our knowledge about Stonewall Jackson at Ashland, night of June 25-26, 1862,” 
manuscript by R.F.L. Krick, historian at Richmond NBP, for the park files. 
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